
CHRISTMAS.
<t Observance of the Festival

in iae Metropolis.

1 npressive Coremonies in tho
Cliurclies.

J'ho Day in ilto Public In-

A Jolly Tiffed 6a the Skating
PoiuLs.

Tiie Holiday in Brooklyn, Jersey City,
Newark and Elsewhere. .

The Christmas of 1868 has taken its place in me
caaio"ue of Hie things that are past, and will in the
i .ut> lie reverted to as a festival season around
vu.ch are clustered many joyous recollections and
l.;. 1 is 1 associations. Not the least pleasing ye-
lueinbradce ol it will be tlio thought that It was the
1: ,;t anniversary of the nativity of Him whose

Ivcnt v, as announced ncaaly 2,000 years ago as the
harbinger of -Peace on earth und good will towards
men" on which tiie signs of lasting "peace" and
returning "good will" have appeared for the nation
n ice that anxious Christmas day of I860, when
tuc people, startled from their dream of
peace and progress, listened with throbbing
pulso for the electric whispers that told
how fitHt the element of discord was
spreading o'.cr, the rebellious South, as her States
debated thedoctriue of secossion which the Palmetto
Mate had openly promulgated live dais before. To-
maay minds the awakening of those memories of
the past lent to the festival of yesterday the Interest
und ti red Import or a thanksgiving. Eight years
of discord have rolled atvay and the dawn of the
ihutii is tinged with the warmth of the sun of peace
¦retai ning to bring forth the buds and blossoms of a

benign and lasting fellowship to the constellation of
the States. And of all the cities of the Union none
has more reason to rejoice at this joyous Issue than
New York, the metropolis of a hemisphere whose
commerce was so long paralyzed with the shock of
war. New York did rejoice, and never In
her history has a more harmonious observance
of the great festival of the Christian world been
manifested than that of yesterday. Business was
almost entirely suspended, and her J,000,000 of souls
<1ev'4ed the day to prayer and praise and to fra¬
ternal Intercourse;. Her churches werelp
the suraptuoosVant? wtUCli befitted the celebration
or the advent of their Foafca6r ujjbh earth, and the
services were attended by Immense and devout con¬
courses of worshippers. Her citizens thronged her
thoroughfares In living streams, and amity and good
will to ail men were the sentiments that welled up
In evc.y heart. Did associations were rekindled,
the unhallowed memories of day§ agone were
burled, friendships thai human passion had ofico
dissolved were cemented anew, and yows of forgive¬
ness, faith and love wore registered on the tablets
of the human heart Tbo soul of charily
went forth into the streets gathering in the
IjlWigry and the faint, the aged end the
tender orphan, whom the enrtam of adversity had
veiled from the eager eyes of the trafficking world,
and made them feel that they were not altogether
forgotten. It was a carnival day. In fact, when tho
people felt that not to be happy and loving toward
their neighbors was to be out of joint with all the
rest of humanity. The weather was clear, bright
and beautiful, aud though somewhat eold was
nevertheless snch as enabled all to enjoy them¬
selves. It was such a day that within doors or with-
ont mankind felt cheerful and buogant, and was a

fitting inauguration of tho holiday week which shall
usher an old year into the grave and a newer and
brighter Into being.

SEHTICES IV THE CDIHCITES.

Trinity Church.
The divine services at Trinity church yesterday

were of the impressive character that belong* to the
festival of Christmas and the sublime event which
the Church celebrates on this occasion, the nativity
of our liord and Savior. Trinity lias always
held a foremost place among tho charclies of
onr city in Its observances of pthe day and
the lmpresslveness with which it surrounds Its
services on this time honored festival of the
Church. The decorations of tho interior of tho
building consisted entirely of evergreens, the appro¬
priate symbol of the Church's fidelity to the teachings
of the Gospel, and the unchanging and unchange¬
able truths Inculcated therein. Above the altar on
etiher side were two evergreen trees, and in the
centre a beautiful crown of holly. The pulpit,
font and lectern were also ornamented with ever-
greens draped In tastefully interlaced festoons. The
chorister benches were trimmed with laurel. In
front of the chancel were two large fir trees, their
branches neatly trimmed with laurel. Tho orgun
loft was also elaborately and tastefully decorated
with flr and holly luterspersed.
The morning services were very Impressive, the

Rev. lire. Vinton, ogtlby and Obcrly officiating. Tho
music selected was as follows:.Processional, "Come
at! ye Faithful:" Vinif, First Tone; I'salms 19,4.1, Hft;Tr /)nim and JuMUite, Smart in F; Mccne Creed,
Mcibocke; Anthein, "The Grace of God" (Harnby);offertory, "For t'nto us a Child Is Bom" (Handel):"Hanctus Gloria in Kxeciesls," Mtssa de Angel Is; pro¬cessional, "From l ands that Seethe Hun." Mr. A. H.
Mass iter, the regular organist performed, assisted byMr. John P. Morgan.

Dr. Vinton preached tho sermon, fsklng for his
text the fourth chapter of St. Paul's epistle to the
Galatians and the fourth and fifth verses:."Hut
when the fulness of time was come God sent forth
His Hon. made of a woman, made under the
law, to redeem them that were under the
Jaw, that we might receive the adoption of sons."
From this text the reverend gentleman preached a
very elcuoer.t sermon. He first greeted his hearers
with his best prayers and wishes that they might be
blessed with all the enjoyments of the season. He
fhen "nsxed their attentlou to the words of .Ht. Paul,
as set forth in tne text. They had met, as it were,
In the fulfilment of the words of the Apostle, as
adopted sons of God through Christ's redemption.This was tho day specially set apart ny the Church
for the commemoration of the event spoken of
by St. Paul, in that alt men had been redeemed
from their sins and made sons In unitywith Christ, the son of God. The event to-daycelebrated gave Jojr to the whole world. The Comingof the infant Jesus was the unspeakable gift which
gave to all men the sonshfp with Christ in the uni¬
versal Father of all. The sonahlp thus established
was ihe theme which tho Church celebrated as a
symbol of God's unfading love to man nnd of man's
undying gratitude ,/or the great gift thus bestowed,nod th'H was the time when all Christians assembled
together to praise God and Invoke Ills blessings
upon themselves and upon the C'hnrch. The
Apostle declared that in the process of
time God seut His Hon made of woman,
made under the law. to redeem all that
were under the law; that we might receive the adop¬tion of sonsihp, and which gave us all the right to
cry out, Abba, Father. This act of redemption left us
no more servants, but sons.sons and heirs of God
and Christ, Ihe Apostle says that the Hon of God
was made In flesh with them so that man might not
la* afraid to claim the k^pdred of tirotherhood.who
w»« not ashamed to call ail men His brethren.
Christ was made man under the law to redeem
them that were under the law that they might
receive the adoption of sonshtp. The words
oi tho Apostle to the Galatians were not to
be understood as applicable to tho Church and
brethren of Gnlutia alone, although, perhaps,
the epistle addre-sed to the Galatians was Hie only
otic of Hie Apostle's numerous epistles that were
written by him In his own Imn l. If Is the right and
dnlv of all men.the free and the bond, the Hebrew
and the Gentile, male and female.to believe that
thev were ami are redeemed by the Hon of God: that
nil received the adoption of son«lbP. and f hat the
baptIsin which all receive Is God's witness that we
have received Ills adoption. This was the sole, hum¬
bling. and at the ssrne time exalting, truth that Is
specially preached ahd inculcated at this
< hrlsfnias time, and with it Is always cem-
brated the holy communion as a further evi¬
dence of their redemption from sin and their
exaltation to the soushlp of God. Christ Is the Gos¬
pel; tint there is nnother gospel different from that
«f Christ's, which inculcates, instead or a spirit of
union and freedom and brotherhood.a gospel that
Inculcates a spirit of bondage running Into observ¬
ances wild methods contrary to the spirit of the Gos-
pel. this strange gospel the preacher denounced,ami, in concluding his 9Crinon, exborb d his hrarers
to abide by the Uospel of Christ as taught by the
apostles, giving of Ihelr bounty at this happy seasonto the j oorer bretfirt n around them, who needed the
charity and beuovoienco of their fpllow ujca; hut

the wealthiest rf ibis$ ,V.! f o^L V*°y were alt.the poorest anil
Christ. adopted sous of God through

I he ucrtuon was attentively listened to to the end.

C'bnrch of the .>Io»t lloly ltrdeeucr.Two I'on-
tilirn.1 Mom-m-*.Immense Congregations.

At the Roman Catholic Church of the Moat Holy
Redeemer, on Third street, between avenues A and
H, the service* yesterday, in commemoiaMon of the
holy nativity of Christ, were very imposing und
largely attended. A prominent American 'vefhollc
never mentions this church wlthor^ sneaking of It
as -the grand old church,"^ the Christmas ser¬
vices yesterday fully ^tuffiliiecl tills epithet. Already
as early as (our d'cldek In the morning, while ninety-
nine hnn&ftdtha oj the population of the city were
BtUl wiapgfd Iq steep, a very large congregation from
0*^*1y all parts of the city and representing all nation¬

alities had assembled within the sacred edifice

filling every available space. The church wa^
Uautly lighted up, gas Jets and burning tapers
spreading the light of i?ay into corner and
nook of the buililtng, hud the J'^ght hand side altar,
dedicated especially to the Holy Redeemer, was pro-
lu-ely, yet chastely and tastefully decorated with
evergreens, the whole presenting, Indeed, a splendid
slsht, calculated not only to dazzle the eye, but
amid which the sonorous tones of the organ, under
tne masterly touch of Professor Spoth, evoked ploty
from even unwilling heart*. At the uiaiu altar Rev.
M. l.cimgruber, CongregaHoiUa Sanctlsstml Re-
(it"inp!or(s, rector of the parish, officiated as celc-
l.raut, assisted by Rev. R. Preis as deacon and Rev.
Henry Meureras suo-dea'-on, with a great number of
aeoiytes. No sermou was preached at this early
Pontifical mass. The appearance of the main
altar, covered with hundreds of lights, and
the oflleiauug clergy in new vestments of
heavy gold embroidery on rich si Iks, specially
prepared for this occasion, was brilliant. Theniass
performed by the ctioir. under the leadership of Pro¬
fit ssor tspoth, was a uew on* written for Christmas
by Carl Kemptcr, full of charming pastoral melodies,
and was well executed. Alter this "still musses"
were r*ail iu regular succession, and the sacraments
of confession and communion administered until
ten o'clock, when the second pontifical high mass
was celebrated, and again before an immense con¬
gregation, at this time moetiy Herman. Rev. Henry
Meurer oiiiciated as celebrant. Rev. A. Urban as dea¬
con, and Rev. P. FrlschbMr as sub-deacon, with the
usual number of acoly tes. Rev. M. Lelmgruber de¬
livered the sermon In tiio German language, lie re-
ferred to the biblical uccouut of the birth of Christ;
mat announcement was made by the angel to the
shepherds guarding their flocks at mght, and that
they hesitated not, but Immediately went to view
and adore the new born Saviour, not with eyes of
the flesh, but m the faith. Thus Christians should
approach the Saviour with tho true laith in their
hearts, and, repenting truly, should ask grace, mercy
and forg.veness of Him who, with Hia endless
power, can alone grant it. And to obtain it theyshould make sacrifices; they snould first yield uptfieir heart to Christ and God and be charitable and
uterciiul to their fellow creatures.to the poor, the
orphan, to all who need heip and succor; for what¬
ever la done to the lowest of man is dono to Christ
and to God. The mass performed by the choir was
one of the best of Anton Dlaoelll, a well known
composer of church music, the "Otfertorlum" of
Donat Mueller, and a "Gratlnale" by Bchicdermcir,
were also performed with great conciseness and
power, and a "Grand March" was played by Loesch's
orchestra. *

A very interesting ceremony will take place at
this church on Tuesday morning next. Rev Diony-
slus Stolz, formerly a lay member of this congrega¬
tion and lately a consecrated a priest of the Order
of St. Benedict ut Pittsburg, will read bis first mass,
and all the usual interesting ceremonies on such oc-
caslons, well knowa to Catholics, will bp observed,

Christmas nt St. Paai'a Protestant Episcopal
Church.Carole, Morning and Communion
Services.
The natal day of the Saviour was particularly ob¬

served at this ancient edifice yesterday morning. The
doors of the church were opened as early as half-
past nine A. M., at which hour the congregation oe-
gan to assemble, many of them attracted.Urn regu¬
lar services of the day not commencing tfntti Eleven
o'clock.by thij pcslre Jo listen to the usual carol
singing of the scholars of the Sunday school. At ha"lf-
past ten o'clock these were gathered around the
steps of the altar, where, under the direction of Doc¬
tors Dix and Wright and yev. Mr. Foster, two ex¬

ceedingly beautiful compositions, both in words and
music, were sung. These were severally entitled,
"The Snow Lay on the Ground," and "See, Amid the
Winter's Snow." Unfortunatelyy In consequence of
some impediment in the organ, which, however, was
of a temporary character, Mr. Cornell, the organist,
aDd the composer of tho music of the carols, was un¬
able to accompany tho children. At the conclusion
of the singing the reverend gentlemen retired for a
few moments tc the robing mom, tans giving the
congregation an opportunity*to inspect tlic decora¬
tions of the church customary during the Christmas
tide. These are simple, hut striking. Thfe
fronts of the side and altar galleries and
tue columns and capitals supporting the roof were
dressed with holly, laurel and branches of fir and
pine. The altar proper, which, by the interposition
of the reading desk and pulpit, is greatly hidden
from the body of the auditorium, was left untouched,while the square column which supports the pulpit
had on it a cross made of cedar branches. The gen-
oral effect was striking. The decorations were suf-
ii- lent and 110 more. There whs no crowding. no
alining at effect, and the natural result was a sim¬
plicity in harmony with the thoughts Inspired by the
occasion, and, It inay be added, the internal llntsh of
(he building. At eleven o'clock the usual morning
service was read; the lessons for the day, taken from
the Old and New Testaments, were of the prophecies
and coming and birth of the Son of God. i he mush:
during the service, moat of it arranged or created t>ythe organist, Mr. J. H. Cornell, was not only finely
conceived but exquisitely rendered. Among the lead¬
ing features were tho Processional, hymn forty-six,
the Kenite and the Psalter, chanted to single chants;
Te Veuhi, expressly composed for the occasion
by Mr. Cornell and particularly for congrega¬
tional use. The anthem, "Heboid I brum you
good tluings." Ac., was that of John (loss.
The responses to the Commandments, as also
iho music of the Offertory, "Unto La a Child is Horn,"
were i>y the organist; ihe music Iu the comiuuulou
service, excepting that which pertains to the rorty-
seventh hymn, was arranged by Mr. Cornell. Hymnforty-dve was from one of Haydn's mas-es. At the
close of the regular usual services Dr. 1)U ascended
the pulpit and, quoting as his text for the occasion
the fourth verse of the forty-sixth Psalm, preached
an exceedingly eloquent sermon and pertinent to the
occasion. The Doctor In opening presented to the
minds of his hearers the ligure of a rock, rising tn
mid ocean, against which tue winds and the waves
iwilt in vain for ages, as u type ot tho gospel, which,
though the world hourly changes, of itself changes
not. There tt stood in the great wide sea, age suc¬
ceeding age, and, thougli the floods beat their created
waves with uli fury against It. tt was Arm. Nothing
could change, nothing could disturb it. Thousands
upon thousands of years may come and go, bnt the
gospel of Ood would be the same. Time cannot
alter or mar it. In the calm as in the storm il was
the same, unwriukicd, unworn, granite-scaled monu¬
ment.a testimony of eternal truth, as it was in Hie
old time when the light of Cod first illuminated tho
soul.the same when the Saviour of men came
to lead us to the Father ami to the lorgiveness of
our sins. That rock as it was in the beginning so
will it be to the end. The flood and the storm are
typical ef tlie enemies of Ood who assail but mn
never disturb the gospel rock which self-sustained,
reposes in Its strength. Ood is this rock
which is our strength- Thougli the ocean lie dis¬
turbed by tiie tempest, though the water rises in Its
fury, thougli the v. uvea lash and roar lu their might
and hurl themselves madly against the solitary
pillar thus set up, it changesiiever. Human history,
civil ami moral, Is a storv of unrest, of change.Thus the course of this world is like the «ea in its
fickleness. We are ever asking and striving for that
to w hich we cannot attain, and thus we nave the
storm, the warfare and the fretting* of Hie moral ocean
which wearies and fevers ami destroys the life of
men and of nations. But the roek rising out of the
ocean is everlasting, Is undisturbed. It is our hope.
Thus the gospel of our Saviour remains with us
unchanged amid all the changes of the elements
of wind which buttle and storm against and around
it. The gospel is to us In our manhood what n was
lu our childhood. All tilings else have changed In
us and with no, Governments have been sissailed,
have been overturned, destroyed, the sciences have
been reviewed, history rewritten, and so every¬
where there Is ami has beeu disturbance;but the gospel, die rock of life in the
midst of this human ocean, remains as it. was
in the beginning and so will continue until the
end. Tije learned Doctor then referred in touching
language to die birth of the Saviour, and followed
this by a rapid review of the world's progress since
the age of Tiberius, and aimed to show that from
the earliest, days of Christianity Christmas hs a holyfestival of the Church had i»een received and honored
as it was to-day, and hs he trusted It ever would be.
At the close of the sermon the communion service
was read, a large number of those present partaking
of the elements as embodied in the bread and wine.
The organ and choir at the close of the communion
service rendered (the mnslc by Mr. Cornell) "f/Uirtn
Mi exoe/s's" 111 splendid style, tin the benediction
being uttereo the congregation retired. The services
were protracted until a lute hour.

Service at SI. Clement's Church.
There was service at 8t. Clement's Protestant

Episcopal church, in Amity street, yesterday. Tho
pastor, the Kev. Mr. F.aton, delivered a scrtnon ap¬
propriate to the character of the day. The mystery
of man's redemption, said the preacher, la one of
surpassing sublimity, but how wonderful was the
manner of Its accomplishment. The birth of our
l<ord was the brightest star that ever arose on
this habitation of men. -It was the greatbeacon of light nnd l ope to the world, ft was
profoundly humble, yet marvellously sublime.
The reverend preacher described the evenia
preceding the birth of the Saviour into tho world,
ami th m went on to speak of the Journey of the
Wise Men of the l ust and the ang-lie announce¬
ment made to tue shepherd Watchers about the time
of the uilvent of C'lirl->f on earth, lie next pre
centeo u nlctnre of the ufcof the Kcdectner, -mowing

how sweet and beautiful and self-sacrificing was
every outline of it, and exhorted his congregationto endeavor to imitate its sacr ed example. Commu¬
nion service Misperformed after the conclusion of
the sermon.

St. Patrick's ( ithcdrul.
The third Christinas mass at tue Cathedral yester¬

day was given as a pontitlcal high mass, w ith full
choral accompaniments, and was, beyond a doubt,
the most imprtje&lve ceremony by which the gr^
festival wa$ celebrated in this city. Punctually at
half-past ten o'clock the solemn proeee^gh $ ^UC(j
from the vestry room at the right KOspelside or the sanctuary and proceed M the foot 0f
the altar steps in the foUi^ing order:.Rev. Father
Mclnemy, master <£ eerfcmonies, processional croas
bearer, with carrying lighted tap°rs on
cither Bidp^ acoiyies in red cassocks and

sfirplices; Rev. Fatner Kearney, assistant mas¬
ter of ceremonies; Rev. Father McUeau, deacon of
the mass; Rev. Father Dueey, sub-deacon of the
mass; Rev. Drs. Audcrdou and McSweehey, deacons
of honor; Very Rev. Father Starrs, assistant priest,
and his Grace, Archbishop McC'loskey, followed by
^ven pages wearing sontans of white with scarlet
trimmings and red slippers. On arriving before
the altar they all knelt an<l the ceremony
was at once commenced, while the cathedral
choir, augmented by a splendid chorus of
somo twenty voices selected from the LtedOfkracz,
intoned theXi/rte of Haydn's beautifuU"Mass No. 2''
in C. After the gospel hud been chained by the
deacon, the Rev. Dr. Anderdon ascended the pulpit,
read the Gospel of the day (JuJiii M MW IhblO,
and then tawing as his text these wo;ds (from J.uke
7.) "And laid nim in a manger because fhfire was
no room for theia in the inn," proceeded trf deliver
an eloquent and forcible sermon on the mystery of
the nativity and the circumstances connected with
«. and the three motives which prompted our
Divine Redeemer to come into the world as he did,
rather than being attended by pomp and power, to
undergo suffering, t-o show his humility and to tes¬
tify his unbounded love for mankind. Concluding,
he said:."What our Divine Lord wants, now, is
room In our hearts; but in many hearts there is no
room to receive Him. The heart, 1 he will, the soul
which shall have room In it'for Htm to rest well
must be emptied of all sin. Rather w 'Ucl Jesus
Christ take up His lodgings In tlie * an enter
Into that heart Into which He is only j "ocVted to l>e
among many other things befouging to the ail a Irs
of litis world. Wheu lie was eonilwf to eat the
Pasch He sent the Apostles before 111m, tell¬
ing them that thev would find a certain
man who had a largo tipper room in his
house, and tclliug theni to have that room pre¬
pared, and that there Ho wouul come und eat
the Pasch with them; so now He sends His priests
to have prepared the large upper room of our hearts
that Ho may come there." He then made a tender
appeal on behall of the orphuns tor whose benefit
the collection was to be taken up, and concluded I y
saying that Jesus would acknowledge from (lie
throne of gloy tiio offerings that should be made to
hire through the orphans.
After the sermon the mass was continued in the

usual form, the choir at the Credo giving lluydn's
No. 2 in C; at the Offertory MerCadante's "guani
Detecia"1 was sung by Mine, t'liome, soprano, and
the full chorus; at the elevation IToch's "Ave
Mints," for soprano solo, with French horn accom¬
paniment, was given. At the conclusion of tue
mass the Archbishop, after giving the episcopal
benediction, ascended his throne. The deacons of
honor took their places on either side of him, while
the deacon and sub-deacon of the mass with
the masters of ceremonies and the acolytes
ranged themselves at the foot of the throne.
The Rev. Father Starrs, Vtcar General, then
ascended the altar steps and announced that the
Archbishop, by virtue of the power conferred on
ltlm, would then pronounce the Papal benediction
on all present, which would give a plenary indul¬
gence to those who had recently partaken of the
sacraments of penance and the holy euoharist. who
were in g State of grace and who wonld offer up
their prayers for the intentions of the Holy Father.
The Rev. Father McQeau thon chanted the Oonfltenr,
after which the clergy and the congregation all
knelt and devoutly bowed their heads, when his
Grace the Archbishop, extending his hands slowly
and reverently, pronounced tl;c solemn wopis of

.."' r~ a nicnt Prayerbenediction. Afhpri
the kneeievS Wfife, A .e wipin the qanetu.irvrethmwi f " 'forming again in profession returned to the sacristy.
There were no extra ornaments on any part or

the odiflc&but on the altar, between the candelabra
on fitter fide, Were large and tasteful pyramids of
flowflfu, and on the spire abovte the tabernacle was it
large bouquet of wfitte roses and cameliaa. The
music throughout the entire service was more than
ordinarily fine. The Mass No. 2 in C )b well known
as being one of Haydn's best and most popular
compositions, aud the other selected nieces, "yuam
jjt'ifii ia" and "Xcoe Partis," by Mereadante and
Prock, were mcst fitting ornaments to the Dei-
forraance. The French horn accompaniment
to the "Ecae ranis" by Mr. H. Helmuts
besides adding a little novelty to the usual church
service was so smooth aud tender und so exquisitely
plaintive that tne ltnpresslveness of the entire cere¬
mony was greatly heightened. The immense con¬
gregation and the robed clergy and acolytes In the
sam tnary all knoeil".'and with luads beared flown
and preserving nu almost painful silence, the clear,
full tones of the horn swelling out so plaintively, yet
grandly aud interrupted at intervals by the warn¬
ing boom of the church gong, contributed lo form a
scone of unsurpassable solemnity. The solo parts
of the mass were assumed by Mines. Ciiouie and
Werner, soprano and alto, Messrs. II. Schmitz aui
A. Ho lis t, tenor and basso. Mr. (iustavus Schmitz
presided at the Organ, and as his ability and experi¬
ence in that position are so well known it is almost
needless to say that the new and splendid instru¬
ment. which Is very nearly finished, was manipu¬
lated in a masterly style. The chorus also deserves
especial mention its It is seldom, indeed, that a num¬
ber of voices can be obtained for a single occasion
of this kind which will show so m tch taste and skill
as did the chorus yesterday.

Zton Hplwcopal Church.
The services yesterday at Ziou KplHCopal church,

corner of Broadway and Thirty-eighth street, were
of that nature prescribed b.v the Protestant Epiaco-
pal Church for this season of the yeur. Morntug a,id
afternoon services were held, Bishop KouthgaU-
olllciatlng on both occasions. The church was neat¬
ly <%cked with evergreens and was well attended
throughout the day. At the morntug services after
the singing of the nineteenth, forty-tilth and etglity-
tlfth Psalms the nineteenth chapter of laalalt was
read, which was followed hy ttie reading of the gos¬
pel of the day, ttie second chapter of St. Luke. This
was in turn followed by the reading of the flrsi
chapter of St. Paul to the Hebrews, after which ihe
gospel of St. .John was read and was followed by the
.singing of the forty-fifth hymn. Bishop Soiithgate'then ascended the pnlpit and delivered a short, bnt
eloquent sermon, taking for his teit the second chap¬
ter of St. Luke, beginning at the words, "And she
brought forth her titst born son and wrapped hint
In swaddhng clothes and laid him in a manger,
because th re was no room for them In the
Inn," ami end ng whb the fourteenth verse, "t.iory to
God In the high- si, and ou earth peace, good w ill
toward men." The mission of Christ to earth, said
th" reverend gentleman, was heralded by nils snug
of the angelic choir. The glory of (Jod w as thus to
be ordained and the hearts of men were to ho made
glad by these tiding- of great Joy, even now. as
were the hearts of the poor shepherds who kept
watch over their flocks eighteen hundred years ago.
As you gal her around your heariUs to-day. lot this
feeling gladden your hearts, for to you this day there¬
in born a (Saviour. If we are to I* Christians, con¬
tinued the revered gentleman, we must be
CI ristlana a ter the m unei and purpose of do I, bytielng christians with peace and good will on earth,
otherwise we fall to fulfil the great end ordainod for
us by the Creator. This Is our mission, as It was
His. and . very Christian must fulfil this vocation
under Christ Christmas must renovate i- if it does
Its proper work, and we must lie imw bore, as was
the babe at Bethlehem, with a new llfo to be sp-nt
,for Ihe same purpose as was His."Pcaeo on earth,
good will toward men." Bishop Soiithgate, in con¬
cluding, made a touching appeal to his congregation
for the poor or his flock, say ing: "These are they to
whom your otTering of peace and good will must be
made."

HI. James' tfntnan Catholic Church,
The services at St. James' church yesterday

were of the most impressive character, carried out
with great magnificence. The flrst miss was cele¬
brated at half-past rour A. M.. the pastor, the
Bev. lather Farreliy, acting as ceiehrant,
assisted by Father Callaghan as deacon,
and Rev. Mr. McEvoy as subdeacon. Tho
church was filled to repletion. A most eloquent
sermon, appropriate to the day, was preached by
Bev. Father Karreliy. The mass sung was Gene¬
ral les' grand high mass, double quartet choir and
oliorus. Mr. Melville presided st Ihe organ. Tho
aliars, which are, perhaps, the llnest in tho city,
were brilliantly lighted and decorated pro¬
fusely with flowers and cvergre'-ns. The
pillars and galleries were festooned with
evergreens. At balf-past ten A. M. another grand high
mass was celebrated, when a most eloquent and Im¬
pressive sermon was delivered bv the llev. Father
Ht. Joutn, H. 4., of St. John's t'oliege, Fordham,
who took for his text, "And this shall be a
sign unto you: you shall And too Infant wrapped In
swaddling clothes and laid In a inn iger." The rever¬
end gentleman in enlarging on this text said that
by the birth of tho Saviour of mankind in a stable
under such extraordinary circumstances of humilia¬
tion a faiai blow had been dealt to what the Kvsnge-llst described as the occasion of all sin, namely, the
concupiscence of Ihe flesh, of the c.ves and the pride
of life. The number of communicants at the diifer-
cut manses was unprecedcmedly large.

Trinity C'hnpel.
The special services held at Trinity chapel, West

Twenty-fifth street, yesterday morning were attended
bv a large and fashlonnble congregation. The inte¬
rior of this handsome flotlite edifice was decorate !
In the cuntoinary elaborate and appropriate manner.
The morning services were conducted by the Rev.
Br. Nwnpo, a slated by the Rest. Mr. (Hrnsfead. he
usual formulary of morning confession nod prayerhaving been completed lie lirv. l»r. Swope dellvt r«i>l
a singtiiailv luiwradvo a itnuv on (lie text "i;o4

.oaidlsVrv.ceew-^V' of,h* ":irrv
sue ijul!kai Sffeatly hC"£h'0lled l.y ihe ex pii-
muDicauts waSr pauuui'nl% The 11 im .cr of cmn-
ad'uluiaterr fjiusually lP.Vge an.I the ceremony ofhour! * ,h0 ^rauieut occupied nearly au

ft.-oco C'lmrrU.
j afore than usually faahionablo aeemed tho audi¬
ence gathered yesterday morning in Grace church.
Th's may lie partially owing to the effect of the out¬
door sunlight streaming in through the richly
stained windows, giving a richer glow to the toilet
of the ladies, maUng up fully two-thirds of the con¬
gregation. The church, moreover, with its festoons
of evergreens ana wreaths of cedar and laurel deco¬
rating the altar, pillars, walls and chancel, wore a
pleasingly festal look. The monster.we speak now
in a purely physiological sense.Brown appeared
unusually festive, and did the honors of his special
vocation with wonted grace and agility. At
eleven A. M.. the hour for tho services to commence,
the church was crowded, oven to the standing room
in the vestibule, and coutluued so to the close. A
few came, beyot)il doubt, as sincere worshippers;
many came to see and be seen, and the most to hear
tho exquisite music for which this church has so
long been eminently historic, and in order to hear
which, It bciUg iUDdwlcliod among the dry ceremo¬
nies of the ritual, it was necessary to remain throughthe entire service,
.R?v. fir. rotr-V, the rector, ailed by Rev. Br.McAllister, conducted the usual morning services,anu at their clo. e Ur. Totter preached a discourse.He took for his text Hebrews i., 8."And again,When lie brlugciii in the Ursi begotten Into the world
lie saith, 'And let all the angels of fiod worshipliini.' " They had come together on this day, com¬
memorative of the birth of Christ, to worship and
sing songs of gladness that Christ was born and
couio. to redeem the world. He would have them
make It a day of hearty merriment.a day for chil¬
dren's lauirhter.a day when they should carry ont
the rule ol the old king, "Let uh be merry." Hut
there should be something deeper than mere worldlyenjoyment.a welling up of sympathy for the poor,
a spirit of forgiveness toward those who had injuredthem, a den-rutnation to enter with more fidelity
upon tlm discharge of their duties as Christians. He
pictured what would be the result if Christ was un¬
recognized oti earth, if the bells of churches weretongue-tied and if the worship of Christ was inter¬
dicted. The condition of society, he showed, would
then be worse than in the most terrible times of the
i rench Revolution, and tliar. lust ami rapine and war
would take possession of the earth. He next pro¬ceeded to enforce their duty, on this above all other
days, to remember their obligations to (lirist. First,it was their duty to worship liiiu. Most meet
it was that the walls of their church
should ring with the worship and praises of their
great Redeemer, who put on this human life of ours
that we might know something of the Godlike life of
His. This was a day of open hearted bounty to the poor
anil oi stretching out the hands of kindness toward
impoverished little ones. Jie hoped that none would sit
down to-day to bounteous repasts in their own com¬
fortable homes without sending the sunshine of glad¬
ness into homes where comfort very Rule abounds
and abundance is uot known. He would also have
tlieiu show their worship of Christ by good will to
all ineu, and with the enforcing general forgivenessof all our enemies and enlargmcnt or benevolence
and more Christian like lives, he brought his sermon
to a close.
The musical programme of the services consisted

of VenUe and Gloria by Moncnthal, 71' Drum by
8. P. Warren, Jubilate by Win. Large, Recitations
from the Messiah sung by Mrs. RodstCln, hymn byMorzart and a Christmas Anthoiu sung by Mrs.
Rodstelu and Mr. George Simpson. All the pieces
were executed with that artistic fineness of renderingand power ot expression, for which the choir of this
tchurch have won such Deputation. The music fea¬
ture of the service was entirely a rare treat. The
make up of tho choir is as follows:.s. p. Warren
Organist, Mrs. ltodstelu soprano, Mrs. Rachau alto.
Mr. G. Hlmpson tenor and ,\ir. Nlsbusch basso.
Prayers for the church nillliant, arid taking up a
collection closed the services wuich lasted nearly
two hours.

("it. Stephen's f'liurcli.Dietrich's Mass.
Those who wish to hear the highest form of church

music will llud It at this church on all great festi¬
vals, more particularly at Christinas times: The
mass sung there yesterday was one never Itcfore
heard In litis country.a work of Louis Dtetsch, or-
ganist of the Church of Sr. Mustache, Tarls. It was
tirst produced lit that church in the year 18*3. It is
ou a graudcr and broader scale than any of ttuso
masses commonly In use in churches. It Is also
very long and elaborate, there being no less than two
hundred pages In the score. The Kuite alone is a

work in itself. The mass was given yesterday in a

superb manner by Thomas' orchestra of thirty in¬
strumentalists, thi Gorge Choral Union and others,
numbering over sixty voices, all under the direction
of the organist, Ur. William Rcrge. The soloists were
Mine, lie Lussan, soprano; Mint'. Anschutz, central .

to; 8iga lam so, t mor and Mr. Uuschml as. basso.
The orchestra iiiroughuut the mass is very tlpo and
abounds in striking effects. It occasionally reminds
one of the Meyerbeer MhooL Iri massing voices und
last' umenis to produce a Clliuax Mr. lUetseli dis¬
plays remarkable power. 1 ho Uloria opens grandly.
Aftera triumphant outburst of the entire orche; tra.Tn
which the staccato of the strings forms an effective
contrast to (lie sustained notes of the brass arid wiud
lnalruiueata, and w hich is somewhat like the open¬
ing of the (Jwrui in ihe Twelfth Mass of Mozart, the
voices come in as in an octette and produce a stir¬
ring effect. The words (ilmia in erreinig Iho are
afterwards repeated in plain chant style, with strings
clone in the accompaniment. The Laudamn* is one
of the uio.it lieuuiiiul tenor solos we have ever heard
In a mass, and it received full justice from Mr.
Tamaro, the strings alone accompanying the voice.
Tlieu rollows a lovely quartet, Qui r,Mwhich is
equal in melody to anything we have heard in church
music. The Quantum is a repetition of the opcn.og.
The < 'uiii .saw o is a fugue more trying than even the
celebrated one In Mozart's Twelfth. Tne basses open
the Credo in an effective manner. The soprano has
an excellent opportunity to display her jiowers lu
tne solo til InairiuUut, with striitg accompaniment
and (lute, clarionet and bassoon obltgaM. The <ru-
rijirtis is a One example of declamation on the part
of the basses and dramatic effect ou the part ol the
orchestra. FA Kejuirexin commences with the
trombones and is gradually .... I p to it grand
climax, emblematical of the triumph of the Re¬
deemer over death. Ft Ilerum I'mlutsin But com¬
mences with u uufare ol truinpcu to sigulfy the
coming of the las', dread Judae. Tin finale of the
LVrtlo id grand in the extreme. There are many
gems also In the .Snivtux and ajuuh Ihi. At the
offertory Hcrgc's brilliant arrangement of the Ailtnte
was .snug. Tlioiuaa led the orchestra In the.'*w»tra-
nude overture IK'fbre mass ari l in the march from
the Heine de Saba at thO'i'Qd. It is sctldom HU 'li a
grand work as Uieloch'a is heard ui a march
in tuis city.
The great church was crowded In every part.

pewa, aisles and galleries.a vast human wave filing
its wnolo space, beating rest'' "»l.r but noiselessly,
even nguinst the steps ol ill'1 - mutuary. Mam among
this concourse were but Idle loungers, curious re¬
spect tug the forms of Catholic worship or attracted
l y the expectation of grand orchestral display. Rut
.there were others, and tlie-e the larger number,
pious Christians, who came to make their humble
offering of love and prayer to Him whose llrst com¬
ing tliev that day celebrated, and j»ln in the holy
sacrifice of the mass, commemorative of the work He
aUcrwards accomplished. Between the gospel and
creed the Hcv. Dr. McGlyun, pastor. pica<died an in¬
structive lesson from the g 'Spel of the day, the llrst
chapter of John, commencing. "In the beginning was
the word-and the Word was wiih God and the Word
was God," and closing, "and tiievvorii was made
nosh and dwelt among us." The rever¬
end speaker pointed out from these sen¬
tences the Immensity and grandeur of the
mystery of the Incarnation, the eternal Word,
which was in the beginning, taking man's weak
n:id sinful form for the work of htsrc temption. Re¬
ferring to the lowly condition of tU" incarnate one's
entry Into this life, lie called attention to the virtues
or humility, pattehee and pious resignation, and
which Jesus wished we should learn from hliu; and
also charity for the poor and abject, the weak and
tho crippled, cloalDg with an appeal to favor of the
poor orphans leit to the care of tho church, ami for
whom a collection is taken up in all the Catlolle
churches of the city at all their masses on Christina*
Day.
But little effort at supp eruentary ornamentation

was apparent, lu t: nurch, the rich, prominent
decorations of the building rendering such unneces¬
sary. The altar was. however, tastefully festooned
witn (MB, ia honoc ot the festival.

Church of Ht. Charles Itorror.ico, llrouUlm.
The Christmas services In the new cbarch of 8t.

Charles Borromeo, corner of Bktney place and Llv-
lugBon street, Brooklyn, wero conducted ycaterday
with great solemnity, under the direction of the
pastor, Itev. Dr. Freeh Although the building has
been but recently erected, to supply the place of the
old church, which wan destroyed by fire last spring,
and is not yet complete In its Internal decorations.
the walls and the spat e above the tabernacle being
¦till unadorned with pictures.such beauty as

crosses, stars end wreaths of evergreens could
Impart was tastefully supplied, giving epiile an
appropriate holiday air to the unfinished Interior.
A grand high ma** war eclebrated at half-past tan.
l ather Thomas Mctilvern lining the celebrant and
llcv. Dr. Krerl deacon. The music was superb. It
was rendered by the quartet choir, composed of
Mine. M. iiouitgni. soprano: Miss |. Pethick, alto;
Mr. C. l. lirnst. tenor, and Mr. O. Fleming, basso.
A well-balanced orchestra was a ided to the admir¬
able organ perlortnnnoe of Mr. William Dressier, the
conductor and organist of the church, who has been
able, through many years' connection with the sing¬
ers, to make the most perfect holr in the city. Tee
nou s was (¦uicralt's most brilliant composition In C;
tnc Auric'un, and UnuvSivtwf, qui vertil tti Aittimat
flotnihf, were by Rlnrk. At the offertory
the ranfi'i ii it> A'oef, a soprano solo
ami cle>rus, a grand piece, with an exaiilsit# orrhes-
trel ac iinpaiiimi'i#, was given i>» Madame Hon-
ltjr.il. i his is a new arrangement of Drtasler, which
does him great, credit. The tlhrlstiaas anthem,
Aiifttc flu. **, rtfia splendidly sung be ore the
innon a fervid and ton hlng discourse. whieli way

d»bver. 1 by it"v. Dr. Fiesi, after lie communion,
ivw ll. ) gospel ol the Uav. t.-v^cn ftooi toe fir-)i

chapter of St. John, from the first to lip fourteenth
verse. When the mass wan concluded the i. nunia
and organ played Rossini's grand overture to "Wil¬
liam Tell." The collection was for the beueat of the
orphans.a most appropriate disposition 0/ the ;on-tributious on the festival of the child Mtvtour, who
declared that of those who fill our orphan asylumsthe kingdom of God is composed.

Anthon Memorial CliurrU (Protestant !fplseo>
pall.('rreinonies on Christmas live lor the
Nuuduv School.Iter. 8. II. Tyng, Jr..
Large Colleutlon for the Newsboys.
This church, on West Forty-eighth street, near

Heventhavenue, was almost Inconveniently crowded
on Christmas eve. all the Sunday school children ot
the Church and their parents having been invited to
attend. Au Immense Christmas tree was erected In
the main aisle, Illuminated with numerous wit*
tapers and bending under the weight of suitable
presents.books, cornucopias and appropriate toys
tor the smallest. Rev. T. A- Jnggar, the rector,
officiated, and in impressive words explained the im¬
portance of the festival to mauklnd, and Kev. Ste¬
phen H. Tyng, Jr., pronouueed the benediction, ad¬
dressing cheering and eloquent remarks to the chil¬
dren and their elders. The collection from the
children alone amounted to seventy dollars, In¬
tended to assist in furnishliig the newsboys of the
city a "merry Christmas,"

Church of the Annunciation.
At the Church of the Annunciation, In Wert Four-

tedhili street yesterday morning, divine services woro
celebrated according to the Episcopal ritual. The
church was handsomely decorated with evergreens
and holly, and over and In front of tho altar three
evergreen arches were sprung, the middle arch
being surmounted by a large cross. A largo and
fashionable congregation were In attendance. A
very fine sermon was delivered by the rector, the
Rev.W. J. Seabury.who look his text from the second
chapter of Bt. Lake, eleventh and twelfth verses. Tlio
music was also very tine, the different anthems,
chants anil hymns being well rendered by a choir
of boys, under the able management or Mr. Jerome
Hopkins. Mr. W. Wild presided at the organ.

St. Teresa's Roman Catholic Church.
At bt. Teresa's church twelve masses were cele¬

brated yesterday morning, tlio lirat a solemn high
mass at half-past four o'clock, tho pastor, the Rev.
Father lloyce, officiating. Tlio high altar was sur¬
mounted by a brilliant "gas jet hi tho shape of a
crescent, presenting tho words "Gloria in ErcMs
Deo." The altar was decorated with natural flowers,
presented by a lady member of tlio congregation.
The church at each of the masses was tilled to Its
utmost capacity with devout worshippers. At tho
earlier masses over one thousand persons received
the blessed sacrament. The choir was under tho
conduct of Mr. McQrath, the organist of tho church,
trader whose direction the grand music of Rossini
was brilliantly executed. The second high mass
was celebrated at halfyost ten o'clock in the fore¬
noon, the ltev. Father Flattery officiating.

St. Francis Xavier's.
At the Chnrcli of St. Francis Xavlor, In West Six¬

teenth street, a solemn high mass was celebrated at
ten o'clock yesterday morning. The church Is un¬

dergoing repairs, anil consequently there were no
decorations of any amount. The altar was, how¬
ever, brilUafftly lighted and decorated with natural
flowers. A large congregation was present, who
listened devotedly to the services. The grand mass
was celebrated by Rev. Father Daly, assisted by the
deacon and aub-deacon. The music ami solos were
finely rendered. Rev. Father balv delivered un able
aud carefully prepared sermon, taking for his text
the second chapter of St. Luke.

St. George's Church..
One of tho greatest holidays In the Protestant

Episcopal calendar Is Christmas Day. Yesterday tho
service at St. George's cliurch, Rutherford place,
was performed as on Sunday. The attendance was

large and fashionable. The music was rendored with
superior effect and the choral Hinging was excellent.
The Rev. Dr. Tyng aud son officiated. Dr. Tyng:
preached the sermon, taking his text from tho tlfty-
third chapter of Isaiah."He is despised aud rejected
of men." Tho reverend preacher commenced
by remarking on the strict fulillnlent of
these prophetic words In the sacrist book, and
proceeded to review the wonderful history of
the htrth of the Son of God, dwelling
with much eloqueuce ou his humble infant life, the
visit of the shepherds aud the magi to the stable
wlu re the new born King of Heaven was brought
forth. How sublime, how Impressive, what, deep
aud holy lessons does It not inculcate, I the
preacher; and after showing that the a< of the
Saviour in becoming man was purely an act of love,
he exhorted Ids hearers to niedltato on that love
and respond In grateful affection by leading lives
of charily ami truth, C'oramumou took place after
the sej inou.

TOE DAT AT THE PIBLIC 1TST1TIT10NK.

Christmas l» a time of rejoicing, not only for the
wealthy, who arc surrounded by all the luxuries
that wealth can bestow, who enjoy the society of
friends and the fascinating influences of sjdendld
entertainments, but also the poor and lowly, and
even the inmates of the public Institutions are made
to feel its Joyous Influence.
In the various Institutions on Blackwell's, Ward's,

Randall's and Hart's Islands the Inmates .were
treated to a bountiful Christmas dinner or chickens,
turkeys and pies, followed by various and amusing
entertainments.
Commissioners Hrennan and Hell visited the hos¬

pitals and iisvlums to superintend the arrange nonts
ami to see that their instructions were rully carried
out.

Ifandall's Inlnml.
A very Interesilng eutertaluinent was afforded tho

children, which commenced by prayer by tho chap¬
lain, Rev. M.'irinus WHlett. This was followed by a

hymn, in which nil the children joined In one
chorus of thanksgiving and praise. The programme
comprised byiuns, dialogues and addresses, which
were all executed In a very satisfactory manner;
after which the little ones retired to enjoy their
Christmas dinner.
The good Santa Clnus hau also vlsltef the Island,

Tor several ctirlstnius trees, hung with tempting
dolls, Jumping jacks aud toys of all kinds, wcro
among the attractions. Mrs. Olbbetis, who keeps
the Home for Fallen Women, on Tenth avenue, and
other ladles, attended with baskets full of such
tilings as can delight the hearts of young folk. The
children looked clean, well clad arid perfectly happy.
Kven the unfortunates.of the Idiot '.s> lure looked
cheerful and sontent, as tltcy enjoyed their sump¬
tuous Cum.; mas dinner#

. Ward's Islnud.
There are number of infant clul Iren in the nursery

hospital here who are to be transferred to the new

hospital on Randall's Island wheu completed. The
poor utile outcasts appeared to be well cared forjind
red. Though not old enough to admire the pretty
Christians trees or the little toys they artlessly
pliived with, still they looked happy, as if they could
realize thut It was the anniversary ol the coining of
tho Babe of Bethlehem.
The Inebriate Asvlum is the most Interesting In¬

stitution upon the Islaud. It Is tilted up
in the mo-t Hunipiuous manner. The floors
are carpeted, the furniture Is of the best
and most, modern style, the library Is well
stored with books and the dinner table, which was
laden wirn i ,o choicest viands, was wait d upon by
clean, well dressed servants. A stranger, strolling
through the different apartments aud seeing the
elegant, well dressed g nMemeii occupying them,
might naturally conclude Hut he had dropped Into
some first class hotel.

Several of the gentlemen were engaged at bil¬
liards, others wore reading, while many were g Hly
chatting wi h their friends, who had paid them a
Christinas visit. Thsy celebrated the festival with
a grand musical and dramatic entertainment, tinder
the control of the Mcdn-al .-superintendent, Dr. W.
It. Fisher, which was followed by a serio-comic ex¬
travaganza called "The Excise l.aw." As for their
Christmas dinner It did not admit of much improve¬
ment upon their regular fare.

IHiu-it well'a Island.
The rufluy Institutions, hospitals, asvlutn*. alms

houses, Penitentiary, Ac., on t ils island were an
lilted up for the occasion. The rooms were adorned
with wreaths and (lowers, while several Christmas
trees glowed with their tempting prizes. Even the

poor gibbering imbeciles of the lunatic asylum
laugned an 1 en altered and darn ed around with de¬

light, and the keepers had to keep aclnsowa'eh
upon th in to prevent tlp-m from snatching away the
toys and flowers that 10 captivated their bewiafore 1
min Is. They, too, had their Christmas dinner of
fowl and other meats, an l in the evening were
trea'ed to a magi'- lantern exhibition.
The inmates of the Penitentlarv appeared to enjoy

themselves In a more exhilarating manner than the
others. A fiddler was perched lp ori a raised dais
In the hall, scraping away for the bare life, while
around htm couples gaily tripped it on the light fan¬
tastic toe.
From the graceful, artistic dancing of some of the

VQung women it was too evident that they were
once the belles and admiration of some low play¬
house or flashy saloon.
This influence of a good dinner and the cheerful

surroundings seemed to exercise a most happy influ¬
ence upon all the Inmates of the various Institutions.
Tliey laughed and joked and pleasantly answered
the kind inquiries of the CommDsiooer*. There Is
In tho Incurable Hospital a most patriarchal looking
Frenchman. He is ninety-four years of age and has
a distinguished history. He enliste i under the Kirs'
T'apoieon a* a drummer hoy and served all thrntiirn
his remarkable can palpus "until after the buttv or
Waterloo. He in yei a halo old man, able

T > should, rkh rrul h
Anrt show how fie I* w.-rr 'on .fit an won.

Ilis old even brlgliteu tin and Ins rent Duuro ;. fumes

:i martial bearing when ti-; speaks of Le
Wear.

The Juvenile Cc " m

Yesterday the Juvenile Guai ltan Society held its
Christmas festival ami celebratiou in the hall uf No.
'-07 Bowery, the Bowery Industrial, the Bowery Mis¬
sion and Ilia Clinton Mission schools, aggregating
upwards of 700 scholars, being present, under the
direction of the superintendent, l>. F. Robertson.Appropriate addresses were mu a:.d some singingby the children Was an Interesting feature of the
occasion. Two large Christinas trees, laden with
Santa riaus' merchandise, were prominent objects,especially to the eyes of the delighted Juveniles, and
presents were distributed to all the children.

Free Holiday lOntertaiiiuicuta.
The trustees of the Cooper I'ulon for the Advance¬

ment of Science and Art announce the following
attractions for the working classes during the holi¬
days:.The new picture gallery, 10 which nearly all
the artists of New York have kindly loaned their
works, will be open day and eveulng.

l>r. Boynton's matlnoe for ladies and children
two !*. M, precis v. Admission bythe tloltet previously lssuc.i for lie. Boynton's lec¬tures. No boys over sixteen years old will be ad¬mitted.

This evening Professor Wootiesterhas generon# vconsented to present his series of hi autlful view- i f
Paris and the Kxpositloti. Boon oi cn at seven andclose as eight o'clock precis iv.

i)u Saturday next, January 2, Fr. Boynton will
give a dual lecture to the pu,> .. t. . Inst ;ute aud
their friends. Tickets will issue from the oillcc of
the curator, Ylnccut Co Iyer.

PARADES.

Tlie FantnniiiMlr.
Contrary to their usual custom those fanny fellows

made no display yesterday in the shape of a gro-
tosquo parade through the qlty on horseback. Only
a few of them, including tin Irishman and the
Inevitable Yankee, both In tlio antiquated costume
of their rcspectlvy countries, were ubservod to take
iheir departure in a Third avenue cir from the
vicinity of the City Ha.li, boun i, 11 > doubt, for some
festive suburban retreat to i n tlie day In their
own peculiar manner.

Target Excursions.
There was a great fulling o.T in argot excursion s

yesterday when compared li previous years.
Whether tills was owing to the coolness of the day
or to a desire to honor tho fosiiv.il of man's redemp¬
tion In a mere quiet and domestic manner at tho
fireside by that class of the co m uiinity who hitherto
turned out on excursions we c.t toot s .y; but certain
it Is that, beyond one or two soi companies, prin¬
cipally composed of boys, in Harlem, ami o ie com¬
pany down town, no further play was made, us
fur us our reporter could see or learn.

SKAm.i.

Christmas on the Ice.Where the Skaters
Went.

Personal preferences determine for different indi¬
viduals divers amusements, and personal prefer¬
ences are largely influenced b/ constitutional tem¬

perament. This fact was eloarl proved yesterday;
for although the holiday was uul v rial the various
means of enjoyment which were use l were as differ¬
ent as wore the persons who madj .holiday, Some
found their highest enjoyment in remaining within
doors and taking part in tho pleasures of tho home
circle; others made use of the day as an excuse*lor
bacchanalian Jollification; eoino h 'lpcd to augment
the crowds which lllled up t in Various places or
amusement In the city; while others (and a goodly
number, too) took advantage of the general holiday
by spending Its hours upon tho ice In pursuit of the r

favorite pastime. There area great many persons
who cannot skate and who have never ie!t any in¬
clination to learn to do so. an 1 to these It seems

quite a mystery that really sens >'c men and women

can find true enjoyment in gilding about over the
slippery surface of some frozen pond, and there are

others who would very much I ke to be skaters, 1> it

who, from constitutional wo.ikni»a or iulirmlty, are

altogether unfitted for its healthful dxereise. To
both these classes tho most ohariingof all wlntir
outdoor exercises is a "dead letter." and therefore
they are Incompetent to say anything about it.at
any rate to Its disadvantage.
To know how to skate nowaday Is almost a neces-

alty with all thoae who arc anxious to bo con--idered
up to the times, and a young mau or i.ily who
ctaaiot go alone upon the Icq la haxdj? considered
to have (In.sited nl« or hor education. Muring
the past lew years skating has been alinot-r
redm-crt to a science In our ini 1st. anil It ta iu>: too
much to say that there are more skilled maters, both
male and fennUe, In this comi'ry than in :mv of the
European Stales. The groat Charm about the altatu¬
torial art is that It is exhilarating and liealtU-nivintr,
and calculated to add a generd robustness to the
human frame. Then, too, It Is an amnsomcBt ih
which b ih ladles and gentlemen can t.iko par:,
budles have for a long time Buffered for
the want of good, hcaitlitul outdoor amusement.
Wlille young tneu were en.oylng their baseball and
cricket, yachting and rowing, snooting and battling,
ladles were for a long tun' without any outdoor
?.port In the enjoyment of which they sho >ld be a'Ce
to secure Invigorating exercise. Mr -, orupdy, the
old curmudgeon, had made i* Improper for tj.o pen-
tlor s.-x to have any peculiar amusement which
could be enjoyed lu tue open air, and also forbldd-n
tuc'.r joining In the sports of the "lords of creation.''
Rut when skating beanie fashionable her command-
uieula were broken, and the ladies soon inadetber
appearance upon Hie ice In large numbers, and en¬
tered into the sport with great zest and enthusiasm,
..-killing is now looked forward to by ladies and gen¬
tlemen aa tlie great pleasure of winter, and f,.o
Christmas holiday is always used by large numlN rs
in the enjoyment this most en tyable of winter pas-
tlnics.
Yesterday was cold. Thoae persons who only !<,rt

their homes to walk through the streets on the r
way to visit friends or to enter ao-'C of the theatre s
which wore opened to provide a.-nuaanient lor
holiday throngs iwtinetivelv buttoned their coma
tightly.and thrust thatr hands deep lit tl -ir podk s
as (hey felt the wintry breeze; those who v. er» re¬

velling felt draughts playing around them frrm
every window In Un cars and huddled round the
stoves; even indoors, before a h azing lire, U was
difficult to keep warm nil over at once, i ut
notwithstanding all the coldness of th" v. eat her,
hundreds of skaters started oui for the v riousp md>.
determined to brave the breath of OM U< a a- t >

get themselves warm In spite of him. I'tmre v is ,-ood
Ice everywhere. King Frost hadbectiworltn fort r »

days in 'preparing for the skating carnival, and hia
servants had I con scionulog htsetforls. o -.1.
subjects should not be disappoint d of their n
pated enjoyment. If the weather had mod»r I
just a little the skating yesterday would have ?

slightly more pleasant, tmt even us it n n!-h» .1

every exposed portion of anatomy which waa t«. >

the wind was made to feel the nipping b!s«* i.c
skatatonal devotees seemed happy an the i ui t o.r
in the vicinity of the skating places wn' i
wanned by the merry laughterofthejoyous whlt : s.
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was a carnival day. What though th ii'iwfi w.*--

playing hide unit seek aronn I each comer, am:
freezing everything wltn its congealing power;
though the ponds were expos* il and give mi
ruptedopportunity forth" wind toj 'pinto
rs'-e and whistle round every form; what 'bong. the
ride in the cars was a long and freezing one--iv, . .

oi Christmas day, a general h- hd ly. nnd wm t
not the (m st lee or the season over whleti to de
numbing power of the frost-laden brcezef way
wttn all fear of cold, don the warm t e

wrap round the muffler and awav for a ».
fun on skate* -a Christmas on »ks >.-. ir
lovers of skating argued, and as .1 on r k ,

the ponds were well Abed from an early h
morning until late at night.

THK rAKK Wits.
The ponds In the I'ark are pul.i;e pr" -tr,

upon them the poorest possessor of a pairo<
may prondiy glide without tee or ret* ir 1.
also of great extent, and upon them the be .>

may disport themselves iviihout the lea . i<...
having their eare -r cut short bv clnnisy comme
In the study of progression upon the ic*. A-
sequence tncy are of alt ponds the !>..* ps't*
ana upon them a more motley crowd ma 1

than anywhere else In the city. Yesterday 1 h< r
skating was allowed large crowds we e-
moving about upon the crystutized e-r".
various ponds. Theconstituents aft he tie r

ing were of all classes, The young eim x, cum
rovrred with heavy rout, and en; 01 ;
the city gamin, whose scanty rlotbtnff si- v»
hut poor defiance to the Searching wind the 1.
"inlss," whose reddened cheek and oisy
spoke of health and happiness; Ihe ; n v i

girl, who seemed as 1f the cold were pi mm
through her; the stnnly mechanic,, nun lug u'-i
If he was used to braving the wor-d
could do; U»t dressed up exquisite, wlm 1
gloves spoke suggestlveiv ol freezln. lingers n

.'oily of fashion; the .tderly father uacl.ltKf 1 <1
the rudiments of the Anting s lett - U:"?"
hundred others were to be seen, at. p
to nnd fro. and all apparent'j re
pleasure in the same pur int. ("hi e
good skaters, fair skaters, bud «k:
some that were no skaters at all. Hero a t
threw himself round and round In n pent* «

and still kept his equiltbrtu n; h re 0
writing nis name upon the glittering sur.
a lailv who was doing the "double roll" 11
wonderful feats which are the ambition of
mortals; In another place Ave or six in ti'T
tmorompto race, and yet again other<
lolng backwards what It Is th tight rie\ . a'
to do forwards. And then scan v.r were be¬
ginners In the art In all stages of pr<g"e-«; some
v/ho kissed the Ice as soon as tti> ir ff t''hod '

so:no Who, liannges aped a fs.'i for sonioitiinab s,
on ly found the r h» d fidng back n; on u and

themselves conl -tii| 1 i:'itg th sc«*u . m e red« n ujf
position. It was goo t fun to watch s mo o.


